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CUMEP Vision
Every child, artist & teacher harnesses and spreads

joy through culture, creativity and teaching
community wherever they go.

CUMEP Mission
CUMEP empowers and uplifts children from all

walks of life so they can develop self-awareness,
academic success and social/civic responsibility

through the performing arts

Our Story
Started in 2002, the Community Unity Music

Education Program is a multicultural
performing arts and human rights

educational experience that provides free
and low cost music, poetry, performance,

visual arts, literacy, math, and human rights
education.  Guided by a Black

consciousness curriculum, CUMEP operates
programming throughout the community

and primarily at the historically Black &
female-led Southside Community Center in

Ithaca, New York.



Dr. Nia Nunn, CUMEP
Executive Director 

It is with great pleasure and enthusiasm that I serve as the Executive Director 
and Curriculum Creator for the Community Unity Music Education Program
(CUMEP)! While I wear multiple headwraps within the Ithaca community,
CUMEP provides a living laboratory for my craft as both a teacher educator and thought leader. I
have the pleasure of serving as an Associate Professor at Ithaca College and many of my leadership
team are students or graduates that I’ve taught or mentored.

While I have been assigned many leadership roles throughout my life at Southside Community
Center, my ultimate leadership training began in the gym in girl scouts (troupe 702) at the age of 4. 

Representing a partnership between Ithaca College and Southside Community Center, CUMEP is a
transformative town-gown experience impacting multiple generations. At CUMEP our VISION is that
every child, artist and teacher harnesses and spreads joy through culture, creativity and teaching
community wherever they go and our MISSION is that CUMEP empowers and uplifts children of all
walks of life so they can develop self-awareness, academic success and social/civic responsibility
through the performing arts. 

In 2007, upon returning home from a doctoral program at Michigan State University and while
serving as a School Psychologist at my alma mater, Beverly J. Martin Elementary School, I inherited
this CUMEP leadership role from the founders, my father Mr. Fe Nunn (Ithaca College graduate class
of 1980) and my mentor/colleague, Dr. Baruch Whitehead (Ithaca College Full Professor).  It is an
honor to have the freedom to exercise my radical Vulnerability methodology and approach to
teaching teachers of all ages. I am energized to establish the CUMEP curriculum and technique as an
evidenced-based program because I know this work is replicable. We are confident that with success
on our strategic plan and when our glorious aspirations come to fruition, the CUMEP curriculum and
technique will positively impact classrooms and communities on both a national and international
level.

This year's CUMEP summer experience has been an incredible mix of both old and new lessons on
kindness, creativity, and community. Guided by a Black consciousness foundation, we are a
multigenerational and multiracial performing arts collective celebrating 21 years of service and
innovative expression. In honor of our leadership legacy and desire to prepare amazing teachers for
the world, we are above and beyond excited to have invited Ithaca College graduate (class of 2022),
Ms. Nicole Bethany Onwuka (aka <Ms. Nikki Beth=) to serve as the CUMEP Theatre Director! Utilizing
the CUMEP curriculum and songs, Ms. Nikki Beth is a brilliant storyteller who wrote and directed
CUMEP’s first musical… <CUMEP the MUSICAL=... 

Get ready!! Get excited!!



"Imagine a world without CUMEP." This question inspired the 
creation of CUMEP the Musical and the character of Boogie.
When Resana Malone, a valued CUMEP leader, and dear friend, shared her experience of
growing up in Ithaca, NY without CUMEP, I was motivated to transform our conversation
into a story that our young people could bring to life.

The premiere of CUMEP the Musical in February 2024 at the IHS Kulp Theatre Black Box
marked the beginning of a new journey. This production celebrates and teaches the
values of kindness, creativity, community, and joy—elements that many young people,
like Boogie, may not encounter every day but encounter at CUMEP. These experiences
are not just fleeting moments but lasting gifts that our students carry with them.

CUMEP the Musical goes beyond being a story; it embodies the essence of the daily
realities faced by many of our young people and offers a real, actionable solution for
them. It reflects this belief: "It’s going to take all of us, to educate our children and make
a change."

It has been a true honor to serve as the CUMEP Theatre Director for the past two years
and to witness the transformative power of CUMEP over the last three. I am deeply
grateful to Dr. Nia, Mr. Fe, and Dr. Whitehead for their 21+ years of pioneering work in
engaging youth in learning and civic responsibility.

To all the CUMEP students, my CUMEP Theatre Arts majors, and my fellow CUMEP
teachers and staff: thank you for being the heart of this production. Your dedication and
passion have made this journey possible, and I am profoundly grateful for the
opportunity to work with you. Your commitment has made me a better director and
writer, and I cherish every moment we’ve shared.

With heartfelt appreciation,
Miss Nikki-Beth

Miss Nicole-Bethany,
CUMEP Theatre Director



The Community Unity Music Education Program

Proudly Presents

<CUMEP The MUSICAL!=

Directed & Written by
Ms. Nicole-Bethany Onwuka

Music & Curiculum By
Dr. Nia Nunn & Mr. Fe Nunn

Choreography by
Mr. G-Quan Booker

With

Otis A.   Ayrianna B.   August B.   Evelyn B.   Prince B.   Emerald C.

Violet C.   Rebel C-N.   Etta E.   Ayla F.   Elle H.   Honor H.

Tion J.   Ramiyah L.   Zihanna L.   Lyric L.   Everly M.   Mackenzie M.

Fatell M.   Frankie P.   Gemma P.   Carliee S.   Ahava S.   Mira T-C.

Acting Coach
Nikki-Beth Onwuka &

Jess Brock

Art & Set Design
Maryam Adib &
Taylor Rae Tate

Combat Coach
Lushima Lumumba-

Kasongo

CUMEP Operations
Shannon Frier &
Resana Malone

Food & Nutrition
Laurel Tilton 

& Sharon Payne

Costume Design
Eamon Nunn &

Mia Rhody-Binder

Music
Meek Adams & 

Baruch Whitehead

Promotion & Playbill
Jacob
Yale

Props
Maryam Adib &
Taylor Rae Tate

Technical Assistance
Sound-On-Sound

Productions



ALL of US
By Mr. Fe Nunn

Sometimes when we speak, we don9t really hear 
And the conflicts between us aren9t very clear 

We are in this together
And we share the same goals 

Let us help the children as we make the world whole 

It9s gonna take all of us to educate our children.
It9s gonna take all of us to make a change in this world

(2x) 

Someone in the dark, wants to clearly see. 
And in hopes they would find what they want to be. 

So let us take a stand, as we lend a hand
Because a good education is truly in demand, 

It9s gonna take all of us, to educate our children, 
it8s gonna take all of us to make a change in this world. 

All of us (8x)

It9s gonna take all of us, to educate our children, 
it8s gonna take all of us to make a change in this world. 



CastCast
Otis A. 

6th Grader/Teacher
8 Years Old

My favorite part of
CUMEP is theater

August B.
Mini Angel
7 Years Old

My favorite part of
CUMEP is the majors

Aryanna B.
Headwrap Fairy/6th Grader

11 Years Old
My favorite part of

CUMEP is seeing friends

Evelyn B.
Magical CUMEP Camper

8 Years Old
My favorite part of
CUMEP is dancing

Emerald C.
Mini Angel

11 Years Old
My favorite part of
CUMEP is theater

Violet C.
Magical CUMEP Camper

8 Years Old
CUMEP is really fun!

Rebel C-N.
Mini Angel
7 Years Old

My favorite part of
CUMEP is the big

morning dance

Etta E.
Mikka (Bully)
12 Years Old

My favorite part of
CUMEP is singing.

Ayla F (Understudy)
Magical CUMEP Teacher

8 Years Old
My favorite part of

CUMEP is Martial Arts

Elle H
Magical CUMEP Camper

8 Years Old
My favorite part of
CUMEP is the fun!

Honor H
Taylor (Bully)

9 Years Old
My favorite part of
CUMEP is dancing



BiosBios
Tion J

Magical CUMEP Camper
8 Years Old

My favorite part of
CUMEP is dance

Ramiyah L.
Magical CUMEP Camper

8 Years Old
My favorite part of

CUMEP is dance

Lyric L.
Boogie Malone

10 Years Old
My favorite part of

CUMEP is making  the
lessons come true

Everly M. (Understudy)
KayKay (Bully)

8 Years Old
My favorite part of CUMEP

is rehearsing for theatre

Mackenzie M.
Storyteller #2
10 Years Old

My favorite part of
CUMEP is dancing

Fatell M.
Magical CUMEP Camper

8 Years Old
My favorite part of

CUMEP is art

Frankie P.
Mini Angel
7 Years Old

My favorite part of
CUMEP is circle time

Gemma P.
Abby/Headwrap Fairy

8 Years Old
My favorite part of

CUMEP is circle time

Carliee S.
Magical CUMEP Teacher

10 Years Old
My favorite part of
CUMEP is making

friends

Ahava S.
Kaiya (Nice Student)

8 Years Old
My favorite part of

CUMEP is the majors

Mira T-C.
Mini Angel
7 Years Old

My favorite part of
CUMEP is Martial

Arts



Mr. Fe Nunn
42 years as an

educator in Ithaca,
Ithaca College
class of 1980

Dr. Baruch Whitehead
Professor of Music Ed.

@ Ithaca College,
Founder of the Dorothy
Cotton Jubilee Singers

CUMEP FoundersCUMEP FoundersCUMEP Founders

CUMEP LeadersCUMEP LeadersCUMEP Leaders

Ms. Shannon Frier
Local 4th Grade Teacher,

CUMEP Operations
Manager

Dr. Nia Nunn
IC Professor of Education,
CUMEP Executive Dirctor,

Curriculum designer
& Grant Writer

Ms. Resana Malone
Southside Black Girl

Alchemy Leader,
CUMEP - Southside Liaison

Mr. Jacob Yale
Local teacher,  

Masters in Special Education
CUMEP media specialist



2024 CUMEP Teachers2024 CUMEP Teachers

Meek Adams Maryam Adib G-Quan Booker Jess Brock

Diego Danner-
Casasola

Anjolie Kwakye
Minott

Lushima Lumumba-
Kasongo

Harmony Malone Linnea Melo Eamon Nunn Nikki-Beth Onwuka 

Mia Rhody-Binder Laurel TIlton Baruch WhiteheadTaylor Tate

Ramsey Fulcher 
Studio Martial Arts

TheaterArtJEMS LiteracyJEMS Literacy

Art Art Food Science Music

Music Music

Music/Gardening Art Dance Theater









Day 1Day 1



Day Day 



22

THIS FIST
REPRESENTS OURunity!unity!



Day 3Day 3







Day 4Day 4









Thanks for visiting us Ms. Janie Bibbie,
Poet Laureate of Tompkins County!

Day 5Day 5



Day 6Day 6
PERSERVERANCE



INDEPENDENCE



Ca
n’t Nobody

Break
My

Joy!



Day 7Day 7
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TheaterTheater

IsIs

In theater, we use
our eyes and our

ears and our voice
and our bodies

and imagination!

DAY 9
DAY 9
DAY 9



EducationEducation

Life EducationLife Education



Here’s myHere’s my
bubble, There’sbubble, There’s

your Bubbleyour Bubble





DayDayDay
111111



Don’t ask me howsmart I am, ask mehow am I smart!







Day 13Day 13



i’m a smarti’m a smart
leaderleader!!

i’m a smarti’m a smart
followerfollower!!



SPECIAL SHOUTOUTSSPECIAL SHOUTOUTSSPECIAL SHOUTOUTS

Mama Fern Morgan
Southside Liaison

Mama Fern Morgan
Southside Liaison

Ry Ferro
Videographer

Ry Ferro
Videographer

Jeff, Ennis & Pappi
Greeters & Crossing Guards 

Jeff, Ennis & Pappi
Greeters & Crossing Guards 

Serenity Malone & Sharon Payne
Nutrition Directors

Serenity Malone & Sharon Payne
Nutrition Directors

Dr. Michael Bend
Literacy Coordinator

Dr. Michael Bend
Literacy Coordinator

Chavon Bunch
Director,  Southside Community Center

Chavon Bunch
Director,  Southside Community Center

Rev. Terrance King
Pastor, AME Zion Church

Rev. Terrance King
Pastor, AME Zion Church

Mr. Ken VanEtten
Southside Custodian

Mr. Ken VanEtten
Southside Custodian



This 2024 Look-Back Was Designed & Created by Jacob Yale




