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CUMEP Vision
Every child, artist & teacher harnesses and spreads
joy through culture, creativity and teaching
community wherever they go.

CUMEP Mission
CUMEP empowers and uplifts children from all
walks of life so they can develop self-awareness,
academic success and social/civic responsibility
through the performing arts

Our Story
~ Started in 2002, the Community Unity Music
Education Program is a multicultural
performing arts and human rights
educational experience that provides free
and low cost music, poetry, performance,
visual arts, literacy, math, and human rights
education. Guided by a Black
consciousness curriculum, CUMEP operates
programming throughout the community
and primarily at the historically Black &
female-led Southside Community Center in
Ithaca, New York.
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Dr. Nia Nunn, CUMEP
Executive Director 3 5
It is with great pleasure and enthusiasm that | serve as the Executive Director ‘} '/ |
and Curriculum Creator for the Community Unity Music Education Program
(CUMEP)! While I wear multiple headwraps within the Ithaca community,
CUMEP provides a living laboratory for my craft as both a teacher educator and thought leader. |

have the pleasure of serving as an Associate Professor at Ithaca College and many of my leadership
team are students or graduates that I’'ve taught or mentored.

While | have been assigned many leadership roles throughout my life at Southside Community
Center, my ultimate leadership training began in the gym in girl scouts (troupe 702) at the age of 4.

Representing a partnership between Ithaca College and Southside Community Center, CUMEP is a
transformative town-gown experience impacting multiple generations. At CUMEP our VISION is that
every child, artist and teacher harnesses and spreads joy through culture, creativity and teaching
community wherever they go and our MISSION is that CUMEP empowers and uplifts children of all
walks of life so they can develop self-awareness, academic success and social/civic responsibility
through the performing arts.

In 2007, upon returning home from a doctoral program at Michigan State University and while
serving as a School Psychologist at my alma mater, Beverly J. Martin Elementary School, | inherited
this CUMEP leadership role from the founders, my father Mr. Fe Nunn (Ithaca College graduate class
0of 1980) and my mentor/colleague, Dr. Baruch Whitehead (Ithaca College Full Professor). Itis an
honor to have the freedom to exercise my radical Vulnerability methodology and approach to
teaching teachers of all ages. | am energized to establish the CUMEP curriculum and technique as an
evidenced-based program because | know this work is replicable. We are confident that with success
on our strategic plan and when our glorious aspirations come to fruition, the CUMEP curriculum and
technique will positively impact classrooms and communities on both a national and international
level.

This year's CUMEP summer experience has been an incredible mix of both old and new lessons on
kindness, creativity, and community. Guided by a Black consciousness foundation, we are a
multigenerational and multiracial performing arts collective celebrating 21 years of service and
innovative expression. In honor of our leadership legacy and desire to prepare amazing teachers for
the world, we are above and beyond excited to have invited Ithaca College graduate (class of 2022),
Ms. Nicole Bethany Onwuka (aka “Ms. Nikki Beth”) to serve as the CUMEP Theatre Director! Utilizing
the CUMEP curriculum and songs, Ms. Nikki Beth is a brilliant storyteller who wrote and directed
CUMEP’s first musical... “CUMEP the MUSICAL”...

Get ready!! Get excited!!




Miss Nicole-Bethany,
CUMEP Theatre Director

"Imagine a world without CUMEP." This question inspired the
creation of CUMEP the Musical and the character of Boogie. b/
When Resana Malone, a valued CUMEP leader, and dear friend, shared her experlence of
growing up in Ithaca, NY without CUMEP, | was motivated to transform our conversation
into a story that our young people could bring to life.

The premiere of CUMEP the Musical in February 2024 at the IHS Kulp Theatre Black Box
marked the beginning of a new journey. This production celebrates and teaches the
values of kindness, creativity, community, and joy—elements that many young people,
like Boogie, may not encounter every day but encounter at CUMEP. These experiences
are not just fleeting moments but lasting gifts that our students carry with them.

CUMEP the Musical goes beyond being a story; it embodies the essence of the daily
realities faced by many of our young people and offers a real, actionable solution for
them. It reflects this belief: "It’s going to take all of us, to educate our children and make
a change."

It has been a true honor to serve as the CUMEP Theatre Director for the past two years
and to witness the transformative power of CUMEP over the last three. | am deeply
grateful to Dr. Nia, Mr. Fe, and Dr. Whitehead for their 21+ years of pioneering work in
engaging youth in learning and civic responsibility.

To all the CUMEP students, my CUMEP Theatre Arts majors, and my fellow CUMEP
teachers and staff: thank you for being the heart of this production. Your dedication and
passion have made this journey possible, and | am profoundly grateful for the
opportunity to work with you. Your commitment has made me a better director and
writer, and | cherish every moment we’ve shared.

With heartfelt appreciation,
Miss Nikki-Beth
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The Community Unity Music Education Program

Proudly Presents
“CUMEP The MUSICAL!”

Directed & Written by Music & Curiculum By Choreography by
Ms. Nicole-Bethany Onwuka  Dr. Nia Nunn & Mr. Fe Nunn Mr. G-Quan Booker

With
Otis A. Ayrianna B. August B. Evelyn B. Prince B. Emerald C.
Violet C. Rebel C-N. EttaE. AylaF. Elle H. Honor H.
TionJ. Ramiyah L. Zihanna L. LyricL. Everly M. Mackenzie M.
Fatell M. Frankie P. GemmaP. CarlieeS. AhavaS. MiraT-C.

Acting Coach Art & Set Design Combat Coach
Nikki-Beth Onwuka &  Maryam Adib & Lushima Lumumba-
Jess Brock Taylor Rae Tate Kasongo

Costume Desigh CUMEP Operations Food & Nutrition

Eamon Nunn & Shannon Frier & Laurel Tilton
Mia Rhody-Binder Resana Malone & Sharon Payne
Music Promotion & Playbill Props
Meek Adams & Jacob Maryam Adib &
Baruch Whitehead Yale Taylor Rae Tate

Technical Assistance
Sound-On-Sound
Productions




ALL of US
By Mr. Fe Nunn

Sometimes when we speak, we don’t really hear
And the conflicts between us aren’t very clear
We are in this together
And we share the same goals
Let us help the children as we make the world whole

It’s gonna take all of us to educate our children.
It’s gonna take all of us to make a change in this world
(2x)

Someone in the dark, wants to clearly see.
And in hopes they would find what they want to be.
So let us take a stand, as we lend a hand
Because a good education is truly in demand,

It’s gonna take all of us, to educate our children,
it‘'s gonna take all of us to make a change in this world.

All of us (8x)

It’s gonna take all of us, to educate our children,
it‘'s gonna take all of us to make a change in this world.

J




Otis A. Aryanna B. August B. Evelyn B.
6th Grader/Teacher Headwrap Fairy/6th Grader Mini Angel Magical CUMEP Camper
8 Years Old 11 Years Old 7 Years Old 8 Years Old
My favorite part of My favorite part of My favorite part of My favorite part of

CUMEP is theater CUMERP is seeing friends CUMEP is the majors CUMEP is dancing

i e
Emerald C. Violet C. Rebel C-N. EttaE.
Mini Angel Magical CUMEP Camper Mini Angel Mikka (Bully)
11 Years Old 8 Years Old 7Years Old 12 Years Old
My favorite part of CUMERP is really fun! My favorite part of My favorite part of

CUMEP is theater CUMEP is the big
p— morning dance
o

THE

Ayla F (Understudy) Elle H Honor H

Magical CUMEP Teacher Magical CUMEP Camper Taylor (Bully)
8 Years Old 8 Years Old 9 Years Old _
My favorite part of My favorite part of My favorite part of J

CUMEP is Martial Arts CUMEP is the fun! CUMEP is dancing 4
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Tion J Ramiyah L. LyricL. Everly M. (Understudy)
Magical CUMEP Camper Magical CUMEP Camper Boogie Malone KayKay (Bully)

8 Years Old 8 Years Old 10 Years Old 8 Years Old
My favorite part of

My favorl.te part of My favorl.te part of CUMEP is making the My favorite part of CUMEP
CUMEP is dance CUMEP is dance lessons come true is rehearsing for theatre

=

=

Mackenzie M. Fatell M. Frankie P. Gemma P.
Storyteller #2 Magical CUMEP Camper Mini Angel Abby/Headwrap Fairy
10 Years Old 8 Years Old 7 Years Old 8 Years Old
My favorite part of My favorite part of My favorite part of My favorite part of
CUMEP is dancing CUMEP is art CUMERP is circle time CUMEP is circle time

Carliee S. Ahava S. MiraT-C.
Magical CUMEP Teacher Kaiya (Nice Student) Mini Angel
10 Years Old 8 Years Old 7 Years Old
My favorite part of My favorite part of My favorite part of
CUMEP is making CUMEP is the majors CUMEP is Martial
friends Arts
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Mr. Fe Nunn Dr. Baruch Whitehead

42 years as an Professor of Music Ed.
educator in Ithaca, @ Ithaca College,

Ithaca College Founder of the Dorothy

class of 1980 Cotton Jubilee Singers

Dr. Nia Nunn S'ms. shannon Frier ™ Ms. Resana Malone . Mr. Jacob Yale E

IC Professor of Education, Local 4th Grade Teacher, Southside Black Girl b2 Local teacher,

. CUMEP Executive Dirctor : = . . -
[ T A— ’ CUMEP Operations = Alchemy Leader, .. Masters in Special Education
. Manager . CUMEP - Southside Liaison / + CUMEP media specialist
& Grant Writer Poow oY s :
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Meek Adams Maryam Adib G- Quan Booker Jess Brock
Music/Gardening Art Dance Theater

Diego Danner- - Anjolie kwakye Lu;hima Lumuba—
Casasola Ramsey Fulcher Minott Kasongo
Music Studio Music Martial Arts
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Llnnea I\/Ielo T Eamon Nunn — Nikki-Beth Onwuka
JEMS Literacy i Art o, Theater
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oo Camp Hours:
Camp Dates 5 13 % . 8am-12pm
7/8 - 8/1/2024 =5 W ﬁ'gh i - Monday -Thursday

Welcome to CUMEP Summer 2024l

Who are we? Founded in 2002, the Community Unity Music Education Program (CUMEP) is a multicultural performing
arts and human rights education program. Qur vision is to help every child, artist and teacher spread joy through culture,
creativity and teaching community wherever they go. The mission of CUMEP is to empower & uplift children of all walks
of life so they can develop self-awareness, academic success and social/civic responsibility through the performing arts.

We are so ready for CUMEP this Summer! CUMEPers who are 7 & older will choose 2 MAJORS.

Campers 6 & under will rotate through the minors (art, music, dance, literacy). This year's camp

experience will end with a theatre production, "CUMEP The Musical!” As part of the journey both

majors (CUMEPers 7 & up) as well as minors (CUMEPers 6 & under) will be engaged in the history

of CUMEP (co-founded by Mr. Fe Nunn & Dr. Baruch Whitehead), the CUMEP Curriculum (created

by Dr. Nia Nunn- CUMEP Executive Director) while being introduced to a professional Theatre

Education experience (created by Nicole Bethany Onwuka aka “Ms. Nikki Beth"- CUMEP Theatre

Director). The MAJORS include... theatre, dance, martial arts, studio, art, instrument/modern

band, and culinary/gardening. Every major and minor will contribute to our BIG theatre production

on the last day of camp, August 1st @ 5:00PM. There will be more details shared weekly throughout the summer.

Here are some basics to keep in mind:
e Send your child(ren) with a labeled water bottle every day! (& we'll have small bottles or cups as well)
e We need video and photo consent signed by all participants, as a CUMEP DocuSeries will be created!!!
e We are looking for healthy food to add to our lunch daily. Please check with Ms. Shannon to donate food!
e CUMERP is asking for a suggested donation of $3200/child ($50/week) for each camper. We are also willing to trade,
barter, & get creative. Please talk to Shannon at the gate about paying or trading for your camper(s).
e This summer season is a MAJOR FUNDRAISING SEASON and we will need your help!! See CUMEP.org for details!
e PAY for CAMP & make donations via our website PayPal (CUMEPithaca@email.com) Venmo (@CUMEPithaca)

Your Child's Day:
¢ Drop-Off is between 7:30 and 8:00 each morning. You will see the CUMEP Operations Manager, Shannon Frier
at the gate each morning where you will check in. Program leaders will be ready to interact with your
children all over the Southside playground. **Attendance is important! 8:00am! 8:00am! 8:00am!**
Breakfast will be served promptly at 8:00, before our whole camp morning lesson & performance prep led
by Dr. Nia & the team begins promptly at 8:30am. Please confirm that we know all dietary restrictions
your children may have or if you would like to share food.

* Following the morning meal, CUMEPers will participate in our traditional CUMEP Curriculum
Mini-Lesson & Mash-Up and morning meeting. Family and friends are more than welcome to stay for this to
watch or joinin! ... as long as our little friends can transition independently once you leave...

After our busy start, MINORS (up to 6 years old) will rotate through 4 20-minute activities with
their group. MAJORS (7 & up) will participate in classes for their chosen majors, confirmed by
the end of day 1. CUMEPers 7 & up PLEASE COMPLETE the MAJORS CHOICE form 0

Lunch will be provided and served at 11:30am. We aim to provide healthy and equitable food V AO
dynamics, despite limitations. Your children are welcome to bring their own healthy lunch AND
contribute to action oriented processing to bring healthy food to everyone in the program.

We come together as a whole camp at the end of our day, we have a Circle Time Curriculum (11:50am) to
acknowledge new friendships that have been made and celebrate accomplishments of the day.

Pick up is at 12:00 noon. Please confirm after-camp plans @ drop off and sign your child out with
Shannon at our gate during pick-up each day. Shannon Frier Operations Manager #716-553-0935




Pl Pl P P Pl PR R 8 P P ol Pl Pl Pl Pl P Pl P Pl ol Pl o P ol P Pl R PR Pl P 2 P 8 8 P Pl P ol PO Pl o PR P N £l P R 0 Pl Pl P Pl P Pl o P8 o 8 8 P8 P08 ol ol 8 Pl ok Pl ol P o Pl Pl o P ol Pl o

OMMJlJuan‘::v '-'Nny

M@A&

BEXEDAILY SCHEDULE*¥*% *==sressimssanns #3251 IMMER* ¥+

Sign In with Ms. Shannon, Break Fast & JEMS Review

Al =

Family Group #1

Family Group #2

Family Group #3

Family Group #4

Family Gmup H5

Family Group #6

9:45-10:05

Art

Dance

Musie

10:05-10:25

Music

JTEMS Literacy

Dance

9:45-11:10

Theatre

Majors

o

% Dance
& Arnt
% Studio
L]
<
4

Lesson
Dance Art

10:25-10:45 JEMS Literacy
Lesson

JEMS Literacy Music An
Lesson

(Lunch 11:08)

Music
Martial Arts
Food Science

10:45-11:05

(Lunch 1 1:00) (Lunch 11:03)

Lurch & ?:mn'fy Gwr.rp kf{ﬁrd:ku

11:00-11:50

11:50-12:00

CODE of CONDUCT
How we conduct ourselves as a CUMEP family ...

1 will love myself & others I will express my feelings safely

I will care for the space
even better than my home

I will always do my best &
support everybody

IMPORTANT SUMMER DATES
Monday - Thursday, July 8 - August 1st 8:00am -12:00pm
BIG THEATRE PRODUCTION Thursday, August 1 @ 5:00PM
Southside Community Center 305 South Plain Street

* Friday, July 12 @ 11am We will teach some of the CUMEP curriculum at the Learning Farm Camp.
* We will have a perFARMance at the Learning Farm!
* Saturday, August 17 time TBA - Lucy Brown Statue Reveal and Celebration

You can expect Weekly Family Newsletters created by Dr. Nia & Mr. Jacob!
CUMEPithaca@gmail.com
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SHIRTS & SAFETY

Our shirts are a required part of the CUMEP experience. Seeing CUMEPers in our bright colors helps us to establish and maintain
a strong sense of community & safety. Campers will get a fresh & clean shirt each morning. While everyone is a teacher at CUMEP,
certain colors represent explicit leadership roles:

Green Shirts = Camp & Group Leadership Red Shirts = Assistant Group Leaders

A CUMEP CONTRIBUTION BOARD will be displayed each morning... This is where you can sign up to help contribute something to
CUMEP... Including... WE WILL NEED SHIRT WASHERS! We need families to commit to a day or days of washing our shirts
immediately after a camp day. This allows us to provide fresh clean shirts for every camper each moming. We will pick them up from
you or welcome an evening drop off or super early momning drop off before camp. An evening exchange is preferred. If you have the
means, time, and energy to help with this, sign up with Ms. Shannon at the gate.
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CAMP HOURS:
(e rf,ﬁfk

Week 2 W M Monday-Thursday
8:00 - Noon

7/15-7/18/2024 il
2 T NO CAMP FRIDAYS

~ CUMEP Is Off To A Great Start! ~

CUMERP is up and running for the 2024 Summer
season! Our first week was so much fun and filled
with new lessons, making friends, trading
meaningful compliments about who we are all
being and lots of smiles. CUMEP art majors are
testing out fashion design by drawing ideas for
costumes to use in our final show. Studio majors
are recording their own unique hip-hop tracks and
dance majors are choreographing new dance
numbers we're excited to perform at our show!

This year at CUMEP, we are taking a deep look at the
Science of Reading. We want everyone to not only know
how to read, but also how to teach others to read! Many

of us grew up believing that learning letter names was
critical to reading. New research has shown that the more |
effective focus is letter sounds! Each morning at CUMEP, -

our leaders wear letters around their necks. CUMEPers j

are encouraged to make these letter sounds each time

they see one and create words during
morning meeting.

~ CUMEP Literacy Superheros ~

In addition to seeing our leaders wear letters, each CUMEPer will be able to make their own cape with a
custom design on the back. Kids will be encouraged to include their favorite things in their design, but
especially their favorite letter. We can’t wait to see all the capes flying behind your campers as they
practice letter sounds!

We will need help with this project!

Please keep an eye on the CUMEP Contribution Board
outside the gate at pick-up to see how you can help!

CUMEP PerFARMance ~ Sunday, July 28th, 2pm - The Learning Farm (272 Enfield Falls Rd.)




i

~ Ways You can Help Us ~

CUMEP can't happen without YOU! We truly appreciate
any items or time you can donate to CU MEP over these
4 weeks of camp.

ite. We are raising
funds for THIS SUMMER!! In addition, keep an eye on
our Family Donation Requests Board outside the gate
at pick-up to see how YOU can help!
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~ We're on Social Media ~

CUMERP is a recorded experience! We use the
footage to study our teaching and see how we
can improve. We are also raising funds and
raising consciousness. We encourage you to
follow our journey on social media!

n facebook.com/cumepithaca @ On Instagram
@cumepithaca

We take privacy & safety seriously at CUMEP.
No child’s name will ever be posted with their
picture online. Please let us know if you do not
want your child’s picture online.

~ Health & Safety ~

We aim to keep CUMEP a healthy experience
this Summer! Please keep your child home if
they are showing signs of being sick
or have a fever.

~ Black Consciousness Curriculu

~ Major Excitement! ~

Did you know that CUMEPers who are 7 years
old and older have two majors?? Each of our
older campers have picked two areas to focus
on this summer, one on Mondays &
Wednesdays, the other on Tuesdays &
Thursdays.

Our Majors include:

e Art, taught by Ms. Maryam & Ms. Taylor

e Theater, taught by Ms. Nikki-Beth &
Teacher Jess
Martial Arts, taught by Mr. Lushima
Dance, taught by Mr. G-Quan
Food Justice & Culinary Arts, taught
by Ms. Laurel, supported by Mr. Meek

e Studio, taught by Mr. Ramsey

e Music, taught by Ms. Anjolie

Please look for an email message from your
child’s major teacher for updates on field
trips & how lessons are going!







Thanks for visiting us Ms. Janie Bibbie,
Poet Laureate of Tompkins County!
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CAMP HOURS:
Monday - Thursday
8:00 - Noon
NO CAMP ON FRIDAYS

Week 3
7/22-7/25/2024

Week 3 of CUMEP Summer 2024 has
been a great one! Kids are eagerly
anticipating our August 1st show and
are practicing hard to get all our pieces

~ ready. Dr. Nia had to be away this
~ week, but everyone did awesome at
- pitching in to make sure camp went on
. just as smoothly as if she was here.
~ Big thanks to Ms. Nikki-Beth and Ms.
' Jess for leading our momings!

Theater majors have been traveling to the Kitchen Theater to play
games and rehearse for the musical. All the games are getting us
ready to work as an Ensemble.

Ask your CUMEPer what an ensemble is!

Food Science Majors have been baking bread & talking about how
yeast works. They have also been doing lots of work in Southside’s [
gardens, planting new plants & taking care of the ones already here.

Black Consciousness Curriculum
Journals & Calendars

CUMERP artivists Maryam Adib,
Cypress Braithwaite and Dr. Nia
Nunn have created engaging and
interactive Black Consciousness
journals & calendars to teach about
our important Black leaders.

A Perfect addition to any classroom or other
learning space. All proceeds go to supporting
CUMEP! Tell everyone you know to get some today!

Available online @ www.cumep.com/store

Families of theatre arts majors should look out for an
email from Ms. Nikki-Beth with more show details.
See the other side of this newsletter for ways to
help with the show! WE NEED YOU!!

Our own theatre director Ms.
Nikki-Beth has written an
original musical telling the

story of CUMEP!

Instead of our traditional show 3

on the Southside Playground, §

we’ll be performing "CUMEP
The Musical!” right on the
street in front of Southside!

Streets will be closed!
On show day, please drop your CUMEPer off
at Southside at 4:00 so they can get ready!
On Sunday, July 28th from 2 - 4:30pm, we’ll
have a full rehearsal at The Learning Farm.
All theatre arts majors should plan to attend.

] -




One of our theatre teachers, Ms. Jess Brock, engaging our theatre arts majors in a game
to help develop their acting skills.
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~ Ways You Can Help With Our Show! ~
We need your help for this show! How can you help?

o Advertise at all local businesses, we have .
big posters to hang in doorways, stores,

Laundry! We need your help making sure
all our beautiful shirts are clean for camp

coffee shops, anywhere you frequent and
think others will too. We also have quarter
cards to invite all your family, friends,
neighbors, local community
members....anyone you want!

Donate food for our show! Here is the
sign up sheet for what we need or ask Ms.
Shannon and she will sign you up. We need
all food to be delivered by August 1st at
4pm. We can take food donations as early
as Tuesday, July 30th,

Volunteer to help us set up and clean up
our show on August 1st. We would love
your help starting as early as 2 pm until
after the end of the show (around 9 pm).

L] et e e e

P e

during this last week! Also, we need a quick
wash on the show day (August 1st) between
camp ending (12 pm) and kids retuming (4
pm). Please talk with Ms. Shannon if you
can help with washing!

Vendors Invited! This year’s show will be a
street festival! Plain Street will be closed to
cars which means it will be open to vendors
(non-food vendors only). If you know of
someone who would like to set up a tent to
vend, then please let Ms. Shannon know.

Donate snacks for the last week of camp.
We would love fresh cut fruits and
veggies. Also, pre-packaged individual
snacks would be lovely too!

e e e O

Thank You To Our Amazing Sponsors!
Support these businesses and many more, and thank them for supporting CUMEP!
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In theater, we use
our eyes and our
ears and our voice
and our bodies
and imagination!
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SOUTHSIDE COMMUNITY CENTER PRESENTS

AN ORIGINAL PRODUCTION WRITTEN BY NICOLE-BETHANY ONWUKA BASED
ON THE CURRICULUM DEVELOPED BY DR. NIA NUNN AND THE VISION OF
CUMEP FOUNDERS FE NUNN AND DR. BARUCH WHITEHEAD

FAMILY DINNER SHOW
THURSDAY, AUGUST 1 5-7PM
SOUTHSIDE COMMUNITY CENTER

05 SOUTH PLAIN ST, ITHACA, NY 14850
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